
Using the True/Slant Story Grab Tool

This is a document about using our story grab 
function to make the most of your blog. It contains 
examples of conventional and non-conventional 
uses of True/Slant's story grab tool. 

DISCLAIMER:  THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE AND YOU SHOULD NOT 
CONSTRUE IT AS SUCH.  NOTHING IN THIS DOCUMENT SHALL BE DEEMED TO LIMIT CONTRIBUTORS' OBLIGATIONS UNDER 
ANY ANY AGREEMENT WITH TRUESLANT, INC., INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE 
CONTENT THAT DOES NOT INFRINGE THE RIGHTS OF ANY THIRD PARTY.  ALL DETERMINATIONS OF FAIR USE, SHOULD BE 
MADE BY YOU IN CONSULTATION WITH YOUR LEGAL COUNSEL.



1. Write original headlines
The conventional approach is to write your own headline.  If you're struggling with writing a good hed, 
you can always ask for help from True/Slant's Mountain Lair.

Non-conventional:

Conventional:
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2. Don't grab too much text from your source
The conventional approach is to limit the amount of text grabbed.  Standard is usually between two and 
four paragraphs.   If there is a lengthy amount of a story you want to refer to, it's better to use your 
powers of exposition to recount what has been written elsewhere, rather than grabbing a long chunk of 
the story.

Non-conventional:

Conventional:
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3. Story grabs/Riffs must say something original
The conventional approach is for every story grab to have something original to it. If you don't have 
anything to say about a story you grabbed from, just click on the headline grabber instead.  Your 
original contribution does not need to be long.  You can ask a question, express an opinion about the 
veracity of what you've grabbed, or add something that you think was missed.
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Conventional:

4. Format your riffs/story grabs correctly
Finally, make sure your grabs are properly formatted and sourced. Sometimes the grabbed text doesn't 
include the source of whatever you're riffing on, so make sure you refer to it in your post:

Conventional:
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Also, make sure that you differentiate the grabbed text from what it is that you're writing:
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Last, be careful to make sure that the big quotation mark that sets your grabbed text apart from other 
text only appears at the start of the quote, not in multiple paragraphs.

Non-conventional:

If this happens to you, place the cursor at the start of the offending paragraph, and hit backspace so that 
the paragraph merges with the previous paragraph. Then hit enter and create a new paragraph. The 
quotation mark will be gone.
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