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 Guidelines for Authors
Free Inquiry publishes articles explaining the principles of secular humanism and supporting those living out its ideals. It explores the contributions of science as they increase our understanding of the world and our ability to improve it. It also examines the damage done by ignorance, intolerance, and superstition. The readership includes scholars, researchers, and lay readers with diverse backgrounds. In addition to articles, Free Inquiry publishes a very limited amount of poetry.

Free Inquiry considers only original articles that have not been published elsewhere, either in print or electronic form. Exceptions to this policy include book excerpts, articles previously published in foreign publications with little or no U.S. readership, or by special arrangement with the editors. Authors should not submit an article to any other publication, printed or electronic, while Free Inquiry is considering it. Multiple submissions (articles submitted to several publications simultaneously) will not be considered for publication.

Editorial Requirements

Write clearly and simply; assume an intelligent general audience. All submissions are judged on the basis of interest, clarity, significance, relevance, au​thority, and topicality. Categories of submission include Articles, Reviews, Opinion/Editorial, and De​partments including: Frontlines, Media Scan, Reason & Liberty, Living Without Religion, God on Trial, Applied Ethics, Science & Religion, Great Minds, Secular Living, Humanism at Large, Poetry, and Let​ters to the Editor. Space is at a premium. There is a limit of six thousand words for Articles and one thousand six hundred words for Departments.

Once a manuscript is tentatively scheduled, copy-edited, and typeset, proofs are sent to the author. Cor​rected proofs should be returned within 5 work days. Make suggested changes only on galleys. Do not retype the submission. Keep changes minimal.

Like most magazines, Free Inquiry cannot guarantee publication of submitted articles. But we do guarantee careful consideration of each article submitted.


Unless otherwise agreed, copyright will be transferred to Free Inquiry upon publication.

Mechanical Requirements

Submissions should include the author's mailing address, daytime phone number, and email address if available. Send to: Thomas Flynn, Editor, Free Inquiry, P.O. Box 664, Amherst, New York, 14226-0664. Articles should be submitted as three sets of 8-½ x 11” hardcopy with double-spaced type. In addition, the hardcopy should be accompanied by PC-readable electronic media: either 3-½” computer disk​ette, 100-megabyte Zip disk, or recordable CD-ROM. We take no responsibility for media readable only by Apple Macintosh series computers. Hardcopy submissions unaccompanied by media will be considered only by advance arrangement with the editors. Please do not submit .PDF files, HTML files, Microsoft Works files, Appleworks files, or files produced by Quark Xpress, PageMaker, or Microsoft Publisher.

Figures and graphs should be in high quality camera-ready form, or in any common electronic graphics format. Please do not send Quark XPress, PageMaker, or Microsoft Publisher files for use as graph​ics.

Electronic photos are acceptable if in the editors’ judgment their resolution is sufficient. Hardcopy photos are also acceptable. Photos may be black and white or color. Graphics files too large for a floppy disk may be emailed or submitted on CD-R or on 100-megabyte PC or Mac Zip disk.

Letters to the Editor

Free Inquiry publishes selected letters to the editor which are 300 words or less and pertain to previous Free Inquiry articles. Send submissions to Norm Allen, Jr., Letters Editor, Free Inquiry, P.O. Box 664, Amherst NY  14226-0664 or email to freeinqui​ry@secularhumanism.org. Letters intended for publication must include your name, address (including city and state), and daytime phone number for verification purposes only. Not all letters can be published; letters may be edited for clarity and content.
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