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August 9, 2011
To Whom It May Concern:

I find it an honor and pleasure to write this recommendation and say a few kind words on behalf of Mr. Tobias A. Fox.  Mr. Fox is the second of four boys, now (three) young men. At the tender age of six-years-old, he witnessed his father brutally beat his mother with an axe handle.  As his mother was rushed off to the hospital, his father was sent to jail, and four frightened boys became a ward of the court. Their aunt and uncle, who were raising ten children of their own, would soon take custody of them.

At the age of sixteen, Mr. Fox and his brothers reunited with their mother. However, their loving bond would not go beyond a year. Mr. Fox would be the one to find their mother on her bedroom floor having an asthma attack. No inhaler, not ever prayer, could prevent the passing of his mother as her life slowly slipped through the cracks of his fingers.
It is stated that death comes in pairs. This was the case for Mr. Fox, because just a year later he would lose his younger brother, who was sixteen at the time, due to a medical accident. 
It was just a few years later when I met Mr. Fox, he was still struggling with the tragic loss of his mother and younger brother. Quite often many of the young people who are faced with the challenges that Mr. Fox has overcome do not adjust very well. An African American youth from the inner city does not survive without the proper nourishment, but in spite of these odds he has achieved and succeeded.
A very caring and understanding person, Mr. Fox believes in giving back. He volunteered with Creative Spirits “Youth Development Workshop” where he taught media arts and creative writing. He had the patience of Job, knowing only too well if he would give up on a youth that they may not have another opportunity.  
An addition to his support for the past eight years, Mr. Fox has helped many aspiring writers pursuing their dreams of becoming a published author become a reality. He accomplished this while attending and successfully completing his associate degree in Liberal Arts at Essex County College (Newark, NJ) and a Certificate in Publishing at the City College of New York (New York, NY), both with a 4.0 grade point average.   

With the support of Creative Spirits, Tobias Fox has gone from being a product of poverty and neglect to becoming a positive influence on others. He is truly an Unsung Hero.

Yours Truly,

Jihadah S.  Azziem-Sharif

Founder/Executive Member
4 Chestnut Street, Suite 108, East Orange, New Jersey 07018 (973) 766-1514

“People Working Together Can Accomplish Anything”

It Does Take The Whole Village


