Back-To-School Special: Dining


You're bright, you're young, and you've got the world by the etcetera. But you're no doubt just as unfamiliar with the Austin dining scene as you are with the stark realities of life in general, or you wouldn't be majoring in English, which is what you're probably doing. So we're going to tell you what we wish someone had told us. About the food, anyway. Everything else is a secret. 


Starting out each day with a big, nutritious breakfast is very important, allegedly. Austin has two local favorites on that front – Kerbey Lane Cafe and Magnolia Cafe. But which is which? They're both open around the clock. They both serve breakfast all day long. Both have hummus for some reason. They are, in fact, pretty much the same place. That's okay. You'll like 'em both.


Oh, you like Mexican food, too? That's neat. You're a neat person. We've got plenty of Mexican food. Matt's El Rancho has been around for some very long period of time. Like all truly great Mexican restaurants, Matt's has a ridiculously long menu filled with everything that rural Mexicans like to eat, plus plenty of things that they don't, like Atlantic salmon. On the more eclectic side, you've got Trudy's Tex-Mex. This is the place where you can drink Mexican martinis and meet attractive people who have been drinking lots of Mexican martinis. The first location is within stumbling distance of campus.


No, there's more. Sit down. Chango's is the place to go for fish tacos, particularly when you're in a hurry to get back to class or another restaurant that doesn't serve fish tacos. Polvo's is the place to go when you want some interior Mexican and have plenty of time to sit around and smoke. Chuy's is the place to go for fajitas. It's also one of several places where the Bush twins were busted for trying to use a fake ID. You won't have to do that, though. We've got you covered.


We've also got pizza. In fact, Austin has about the same number of places with “pizza” in the title as Dallas does – and about a fourth of the population. It's a saturated market, but Conan's Pizza has thrived for well over thirty years thanks to its eternally-nifty, Chicago-style deep dish.


If you get homesick, we're here for you. But so is Threadgills, which has long been Austin's most acclaimed spot for southern comfort food specialties of the chicken fried streak persuasion, and which is also somewhat less creepy than we are. And if you get homesick for ice cream, whatever that means, you've got local favorite Amy's Ice Cream to make you feel alright.


Hey, you like sandwiches? We bet you do, baby. What? Nothing. We were just going to say that Thundercloud Subs is the city's foremost supplier of footlongs, is all. They've got locations everywhere. 


Obviously, we've got some serious hamburger infrastructure going on as well. Hut's Hamburgers stands among the most iconic of these, monopolizing all of the local burger-based awards through the quality of its patties and the variety of its offerings. Equally obviously, we've got plenty of BBQ. Stubb's BBQ stands out by virtue of the fact that its sauce is sold nationwide, and also because it's one of the city's most storied music venues in a city filled with such things.


Finally, Opal Divine's Freehouse ranks among Austin's finest pub-eateries, stocked as it is with Philly cheesesteak sandwiches, award-winning fries, and several dozen sorts of whiskey.


You're welcome.









-B.B.

