     [image: image1.jpg]Tacks, the boy disaster




BIO

With a sound too expansive to be labeled purely as indie rock, Tacks, the Boy Disaster offers thoughtful and imaginative lyricism, solid musical hooks and rich instrumentation reminiscent of late-60’s/early-70’s pop. Yet the band, whose moniker is derived from a minor character in a forgotten children’s book, has managed to reconcile their brilliant pop sensibility and familiarity with their taste for the unexpected. These little musical surprises, ranging from a juxtaposition of melancholy lyrics with sunshine-y harmonies à la Harry Nilsson (“Forget-Me-Not”) to whirling piano lines (“Frozen Feet”) are what set Tacks’ sound apart from their peers. 


After only eight months together, Evan Jacobs (vocals/keys), a founding member of Midlake who also moonlights with the Polyphonic Spree, and the rest of the band - Jason Friedrich (drums), Nathan Stein (guitar), and Alán Uribe (bass/vocals) – recorded Oh, Beatrice in Jacobs’ house with equipment they borrowed from friends, and later brought on Erik Wofford (My Morning Jacket, Voxtrot, Explosions in the Sky) for mixing duties.   On its US release in late 2006, Oh, Beatrice received glorious reviews from local press and became an immediate buzz in the blogoshpere.
 "…with Oh, Beatrice, Tacks, the Boy Disaster has recorded one of the strongest local debuts in recent memory, the rare work genuinely deserving of being called beautiful. In short, it's unforgettable." – The Daily Texan

The Austin Chronicle called Oh, Beatrice, “a mixture of ecstasy and mania”, comparing Tacks’ sound to Bowie, Beach Boys, and the early Factory Records releases.  Tacks, the Boy Disaster quickly gained an ardent regional following as word-of-mouth spread about their extraordinary live shows with Texas favorites Midlake, Sound TEAM, St. Vincent, and Voxtrot.  The band’s single “Frozen Feet” was added to regular rotation on Austin’s KROX and The Daily Texan put Oh, Beatrice first on their “Top 10 Albums from ATX” list. 
In the Summer of 2007, Tacks serviced the self-released Oh, Beatrice to radio and the album was enthusiastically received by stations big and small, breaking into the CMJ Top 100 and subsequently getting them invited to play the CMJ Music Marathon in the Fall.
Recently the band supported Cherry Ghost in the UK and have started writing for their follow-up LP to be released in 2008. 
PRESS QUOTES
“Beautifully crafted retro pop” – Q Magazine (4/5 stars)
"If a group of musicians had been snatched from the planet in 1970, this is the postcard they would have sent from their travels around the galaxy — a mix of sounds both familiar and foreign." - Paste Magazine, Band of the Week

“Lush, shoegaze tinged melodies peer through buoyant pop, creating a sound encompassing a bevy of influences from folk to country, rock to ethereality. Pop music for intelligent folk this is…” – Clash Magazine
"Tacks makes dreamy art-pop with gentle rhythms, lush production and sweetly hypnotic harmonies. The Austin quartet's debut EP, Oh, Beatrice, is a warm, blissful head-trip scored by jangly pianos, swirling guitars and ambient sound effects..." - NPR, Open Mic
“A rare work genuinely deserving of being called beautiful. In short, it's unforgettable." – The Daily Texan

”Anything but a disaster, this well-crafted, tambourine clashing, orchestral EP with its catchy hooks and electro-lite beats will make you tap your feet and sway in your seat.” – CMJ New Music Report (7/9/2007)

"Tacks had the formula down: killer hooks, ear-teasing lyrics; and the crowd was doing something that rarely occurs at shows anymore – dancing." – Austin Chronicle
