Alice Rose Profile

by Barrett Brown


After having played together in Austin for some five years, The Alice Rose finally got around to releasing their first album, Phonographic Memory, in 2006. A week later, their track “West” was chosen to be NPR's “Song of the Day.” They had become, quite suddenly, a national band.


The coup in question was pulled off with local assistance. “The NPR thing came through David Brown of K.U.T.'s Texas Music Matters,” recalls lead signer JoDee Purkeypile. “He really went out on a limb and got us on there, and we'll always be grateful to him for that. We're probably one of the only unsigned bands to have gotten that. One could only wish there were more like him, but there just aren't that many left; people who love music for it's own sake, and take a chance.” Aside from Brown's assistance, Purkeypile also attributes the band's sudden success to its members' own penchant for chanciness, this being a creative virtue that he finds lacking in the local scene these days. “When I think of an 'Austin band', I think of bands that are just lazy. We've taken risks with our music that Austin bands just don't bother with.”


Outside observers tend to agree with the assessment. Jennifer Marchand, who does booking and publicity for a number of prominent area venues, is unreserved in her praise for the Alice boys. “My experience with watching Austin bands is that I find myself filling the holes in my mind as to what the band needs to make them a better act or better sound,” she says. “With The Alice Rose, I find no holes, I'm never in want of something else... there's a balance to their sound, songwriting, and the energy behind it that is very satisfying.”


Just as at least a few national critics have done, Marchand goes so far as to link The Alice Rose to rock's most legendary act. “The only band I've ever found myself comparing them to is The Beatles. Initially I thought it was the fact that the songs were such supremely wondrous shots of energy, with melodies you can't shake. But then I realized it was also the excitement that they inspire with their tunes. I've found myself comparing this excitement to the thrill I had when I first heard The Beatles.
You want to hear more and more, because it just feels so good.” For his part, though, Purkeypile awaits the day when someone will compare Alice to The Band, and cites Bob Dylan and Lightnin' Hopkins as chief influences while shrugging off widespread assertions that there's something peculiarly English in his band's presentation. Moreover, he eschews any attempt to define The Alice Rose by recourse to any particular genre. “We've never been a part of any trend,” he says, “other than the one that started 50 years ago when kids started playing rock and roll.”


In the wake of an acclaimed performance at last year's South by Southwest, The Alice Rose is now set for its second tour of the Midwest in April, a month after the planned release of their first single. After that comes “cutting either an EP or our second album,” says Purkeypile, “depending on how much money falls out of the sky.”

