Cities, Counties Explore Another Avenue 
to Curb Underage Drinking
- Holds adults who host parties responsible-  

CITY, STATE- DATE- “Kegs of beer and trash cans full of  unknown “punch” are the centerpiece for teen parties- the most common setting for underage drinking in high school and college-and most of them take place at private homes,” says (local community leader.) New laws that hold the adults who own the property where the party takes place responsible are gaining acceptance as a tool to curb underage drinking. More than 150 cities or counties, and 24 states have adopted these Social Host ordinances.  (insert city or county)  does not have a Social Host ordinance in place, but some local residents think the idea has merit.  “Police officers are often unable to determine who supplied the alcohol when they arrive at a teen party,” said (local community leader), “but they can easily determine who the property belongs to, and charge that individual for allowing the underage party to take place.”     

Teen parties take place wherever there is opportunity-- in pastures, on ranches, at lake houses, in empty homes while parents are on vacation—all places that the young party- goers assume no one will be bothered, or be harmed by the drinking.  However, the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation notes that underage drinking parties “ can be particularly problematic because of the number of drinkers involved, and the large quantities of alcohol consumed. Reports of alcohol poisoning, traffic crashes, property damage, community disturbance, violence and sexual assault are all too common as a result of these parties. “
-more-
 Page 2- Social Host- 
(local community leader) agrees.  “Teen parties are usually not four people sitting down to dinner with a glass of  wine -- these are parties where enormous amounts of alcohol are consumed,  with the goal being to drink as much as possible. These laws can be a strong deterrent for parents to prevent a party from ever occurring.”  

Research shows that 46 % of parents do not know what their liability would be if someone else’s child were caught drinking in their home.  Some adults still dismiss teen drinking parties as a “rite of passage” and recall their own teen drinking experiences.  According to (local community leader) parents even host parties, using the argument that ‘if they are going to drink, it will be safer to have them drink at my house.’  (local community leader)  thinks that is giving in to social pressure from the teens. “They won’t drink if they don’t have a place to hold the party,” he explains.  “We think these laws send a clear message to parents who are considering hosting a party, or who are looking the other way while a party takes place, that they will be prosecuted for their role.”  
Among the states with no Social Host laws is New Mexico. In 2005, Kim Knox sent her 18-year-old son, Jarrod, off to college there, far from his native Missouri, because he had a chance to make the baseball team.  Adult co-workers at his part- time job supplied Jarrod with alcohol at a home, then, as they admitted, “propped him up in his car so he could find the steering wheel,” and sent him back to campus. Jarrod was killed when his car hit a culvert and flipped end-over-end. His BAC was .238.  The consequence- Jarrod’s boss, a 26-year-old woman, was fined and placed on probation for purchasing the liquor. The host and resident of the house where the group was drinking did not even receive a fine.   
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“I want to make people stand in my shoes, and understand how it feels to lose your only child because an adult was reckless and negligent”  says Kim.  “It is about making parents and other adults see that underage drinking is not a rite of passage, and they are irresponsible to allow it to take place.“ 

Fortunately, research shows that interventions that modify the environments in which adolescents find themselves have an impact on alcohol consumption levels. “We know that policies that increase the liability of adults who provide an opportunity for teens under 21 to consume alcohol will help reduce underage drinking,” says ( local community leader)   

Social Host ordinances are enacted so parents, landlords, tenants, hotel/motel operators, campground owners, and young persons themselves share a responsibility to ensure that underage drinkers are not allowed to use private residences or other private property to possess or consume alcoholic beverages. 

(Local community leader) says more information about Social Host laws can be found at on MADD’s website,  www.madd.org/socialhost.  A sample ordinance is available, along with a link to a list the cities, counties and states that have enacted Social Host Laws. 

Facts about underage drinking: 

· Underage drinking is not a benign youth activity, and it is not a right- of – passage for teens. Alcohol use for adolescents is associated

with serious harm. Research states that the earlier drinking starts, the more likely they will become dependent to alcohol and other drugs and be drunk drivers.

· The brains of underage youth are more susceptible to damage from alcohol than adult brains. In fact, recent evidence suggests that excessive adolescent drinking may result in permanent damage on the developing brain. 

· The combination of drinking and inexperience can also be dangerous. Drinking drivers under age 21 are involved in fatal crashes at two times the rate of adult drivers. And, there is a strong correlation between youth alcohol use and violence, risky sexual behavior, poor school performance, and suicide. 

· Compared to youth who wait until they are 21, youth who drink before age 15 are 12 times more likely to be unintentionally injured while under the influence of alcohol.

