Enlighten The Vote Update

Hi Everyone,

    Sorry I haven’t been more active lately.  School is very time consuming – as it should be.  In any case, this is where we are at right now.  

WHAT WE DO:

 I want to reiterate our raison d’etre for EnlightenTheVote.  It is to elect non-religious candidates, and candidates who support the separation of state and church and the civil rights of Atheists, to office.  They must agree to this as well as agree to support this if elected to office.  This can’t be just lip service. 

ENDORSEMENT CRITERIA:

      We are non-partisan. Party is not a factor.  How do we decide who to support?  Here to for, we have supported a candidate unless I saw an overriding reason not to.  So far that hasn’t happened.  If you have any ideas on criteria please let me know. 

CANDIDATES:

   Right now I am concerned that we don’t have any candidates who we are endorsing up at the site.   How can we launch the site without any candidates?

DONATING TO CAMPAIGNS:

EnlightenTheVote will be supporting federal, state candidates and local candidates.  We want people to send US the money to support the federal candidates.  That way, Peter and I can attend their fundraisers in Washington DC and I get to meet them, take photos and share our concerns with them about state-church separation and the civil rights of non-religious Americans. 

    BUT, we want our supporters to donate directly to the campaigns of local and state candidates and this is why.  If we donate any amount over the state mandated limit, (Each state sets its own limit. Sometimes there isn’t a limit.), then we have to file a financial report with that state.  That is too much paperwork for us, actually for Peter.  Peter files our federal reports with the Federal Election Commission.  Peter would have more work with those reports because he would have to report on all the local and state donations.   When we become big enough and we have workers at the state level who can file for us then we will ask people to send the money directly to us and we will forward it to the campaigns.   When we can do it that way EV will get credit for all the money raised and donated.  That will help us to monitor our effectiveness.  

     So we will put links to local and state candidates websites, if they have them, directing supporters to donate to them that way.  If they don’t have websites we will put up the address where they can send donations.  

ONLINE MERCHANT ACCOUNT:

   The merchant account with First Data is ready to go up.  It will take Master Card, Visa and Discover.   American Express didn’t approve us.  I don’t know why.  I’ll call them when I get a minute so we can include Amex.  Stephen, can you set up the merchant account and PayPal?

NEWS ARTICLES:

There have been a lot of articles about Sara Palin and religion that we can put up at the Articles section of the site.  I’ll forward the links to you Stephen.  I don’t know if we discussed how that page would be set up.  I guess it would be done chronologically with the article headline followed by the url link.

Please send any news article links involving religion/Atheism and politicians/candidates to Stephen.

EV STAFF:

     So far this is the list of staff that we have.  Can you please put this list up at the About Us page Stephen?   Anyone NOT want their name at the site? 

Ellen Johnson, Executive Director

Peter Nuhn, Legislative Affairs Director

Barrett Brown, Communications Director

David Parker, Campaign Advisor

Stephen Gladney, Webmaster

    Peter, I think you should be the Political Director.  What do you think?

EV E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

    We will need all e-mail addresses.  They can be set up through the webhosting company.  I suggest that we have two kinds:

     EJohnson@EV.com and EJohnson@EnlightenTheVote.com 

  We would use the first initial and full last name for each of you.   Can you set these up Stephen?

ADDRESS/E-MAIL CHANGES:

    I’d like to have a place where people can go to enter address and e-mail changes.   Is that do-able Stephen?  Or should it just be information that they send to us through the regular contact page?

THE BLOG:

  Is the blog page set up and ready to launch or does that still have to be done?  Peter set up a beautiful one that I’d like to copy.  Peter and Barrett will be keeping that active.   It will be the kind of page where people can post without it being prescreened but posts can be removed by Peter and Barrett.   

   The blog should be focused on discussions about candidates/politicians where there is a connection to religion/Atheism/state-church separation.  

REGISTER TO VOTE:

    We need a link to a page where people can register to vote.  That has been hard to figure out.  I don’t know what site to link too.  I have to spend more time on that unless any of you know.

MERCHANDISE:

        We need to have merchandise to sell. We will sell it on CafePress.   I’d like to have the name EnlightenTheVote.com designed in a way that would look really cool on t-shirts, hoodies, mugs, etc.   I’d like to see a big (check mark) in front of it.   I’d like to see it be colorful, vibrant, and friendly-looking.  It needs to be something that people would wear.  Once we get a design down I can get it on all kinds of merchandise.   I also have some slogans which I’m not sure are all that great but we need something.  Let me know what you think and if you have any ideas of your own. 
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POTENTIAL CANDIDATES:

We have a page for Potential Candidates.  This is for candidates who want our support.  They have to fill out an online form and send it to us.   Stephen, can you please put a link on the homepage that reads:  Potential Candidates

       Can you make a printable version for people who want to mail it in please?

          And on the questionnaire can you put the questions in bold so it is easier to see the answers?

E-MAIL PRESS RELEASES:

       Barrett is creating an e-blast list of media contacts.   I have media contacts I’ll give you for the list.    This list is for our press releases.  

       We need to be able to e-mail our own list of e-mail contacts to mobilize them about candidates.  We will also send out press releases but it might not be a good idea to alert the media to who we are endorsing.  What do you all think?      

        The alerts should go out in a format that has our header.   You all get e-newsletters and press releases from various groups.  They have headers that look like their websites.  Can someone make a page that we can put our announcements and press releases on?

SPANISH VERSION:

      Stephen, can you put a Spanish translation link somewhere on our site like RockTheVote has?

TELEVISION ADS:

Once we get rolling I’d like to start an online fundraising campaign to raise money for TV ads.  

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT:

    You might find these websites interesting.  When I saw Redeem The Vote I came up with Enlighten The Vote.  These are good sites from which we can get more ideas. 

www.Emilyslist.org
www.rockthevote.com
www.redeemthevote.com
THANK-YOU:

   Thank-you all for your help with our cause.   What we are doing is vitally important for the cause of state church separation and the civil rights of non-religious Americans. We are at the forefront of a new wave of Atheist political activism that will move our cause forward in ways that have never been done before.   And all of you are part of this. 

I hope you had an enjoyable convention Peter.  How did it go?  I guess you will be planning your next one now.   Conventions planning never ends does it? 

    Welcome back from Africa, Barrett.  Hope you had a wonderful trip.

Ellen

