ARLINGTON COUNTY (ARLINGTON), VIRGINIA
Once part of the District of Columbia, the area now known as Arlington County was returned to Virginia by an act of Congress in 1847. It is an urban county, considered one of the most walkable urban areas in the United States, and more than one-third of its residents have graduate degrees. At twenty-six square miles, Arlington is the smallest independent county in the country, as well as one of the wealthiest, with a median household income of $87,350.

NEIGHBORHOODS/DISTRICTS
· Arlington is takes in a number of “urban villages,” small, largely self-contained neighborhoods, usually near stops on the D.C. Metrorail system. Many of these parts of Arlington are considered independent towns, and people claim residency of a neighborhood rather than of Arlington itself.

· Ballston, like much of the D.C. metropolitan area, is home to several notable government agencies. The National Science Foundation, the Defense Department’s Advanced Research Projects Administration, and the Fish and Wildlife Service are all headquartered there, as well as a number of high-tech and defense contracting companies, such as SAIC and ESI International. With development dependent on the nearby Metrorail station, Ballston is home to many professionals who work in downtown Washington but live in the condominiums and apartment towers there. The Ballston Common Mall is the center of commercial activity and contains a practice facility for the Washington Capitals professional hockey team. 

· Clarendon began at the junction of two streetcar lines in the late nineteenth century and continues to be a center of retail shopping, dining, and nightlife in Northern Virginia. The Central Park hosts a weekly farmers’ market during the summer, as well as a number of county festivals. Clarendon Day, held on a Saturday in October, is a large outdoor festival with shopping, live music, and family activities.

· Courthouse is considered the county seat of Arlington and is home to the county courthouse and jail, as well as the central local government administration offices. Built around its nearby Metrorail stop, this neighborhood is another example of the transit-oriented development that typifies Arlington County.

· Crystal City is an urban neighborhood characterized by its towering apartment complexes and office buildings, as well as its unique underground shopping mall. The design and structure of most buildings in Crystal City are integrated, and it is possible to walk from one end of the city to the other entirely underground, passing beneath apartment buildings, offices, and shopping and dining destinations. Crystal City is adjacent to National Airport, a major airport located on the Potomac River.

· Named for the Department of Defense headquarters just blocks from the neighborhood center, Pentagon City is a popular shopping destination for residents and tourists alike, boasting high-end fashion outlets and larger clothing chains. Arlington National Cemetery is also close to Pentagon City. 

· Rosslyn is a dense neighborhood, filled with tall office buildings that are not found in neighboring Washington, D.C. As a result of its proximity to the nation’s capital, Rosslyn has become a center of business activity in the region, and local officials expect to have more than 10 million square feet of office space by 2011. The Iwo Jima Memorial is located in Rosslyn, as is the studio for the Washington, D.C., ABC affiliate, WJLA.

ARLINGTON INDUSTRIES

Because of Arlington’s proximity to the nation’s capital, the federal government and government-related industries are a major employer there. 
· The Pentagon, the headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense and the largest office building in the world, is located in Arlington and has attracted to the area engineering, consulting, and construction firms that specialize in defense industries. 

· Arlington is the site of Ronald Reagan National Airport, a major domestic airport that serves the D.C. metro area.
ARTS AND CULTURE IN ARLINGTON
Outdoor recreation is a big part of life in Arlington; despite its small size, the county has over eighty-six miles of bike paths and numerous public parks and natural areas. Several public parks in Arlington feature outdoor festivals and free live music throughout the warmer months.

Each major high-density center in Arlington boasts a mix of shopping, dining, and nightlife for young professionals, with bars, restaurants, and movie theaters throughout the county. Arlington is a model of transit-oriented development, and one of its greatest strengths is the ease with which residents can get into downtown Washington, D.C., and take advantage of cultural opportunities there, such as the historic sites on the National Mall, the Smithsonian museums, and the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

HIGHER EDUCATION IN ARLINGTON
The only university with its main campus in Arlington is Marymount University, a Catholic four-year institution. Other universities have a presence there, though, including George Mason, with several graduate schools, including the Law School. Strayer University has a campus in Arlington, as do George Washington University, Georgetown University, Northern Virginia Community College, Troy University, the University of New Haven, and the University of Oklahoma.

LOCAL MEDIA
Arlington’s AM radio stations:
· WMAL–630 
Political Talk

· WTEM–730
Sports Talk

· WPLC–1050
Business News

· WUST–1120
International

· WFAX–1220 
Religious

· WWRC–1260 
Political Talk

· WOL–1450
News/Talk

· WPGC–1580
Gospel

 

Arlington’s FM radio stations:
· WAMU–88.5
Public Radio

· WPER–89.9
Christian Interest

· WETA–90.9
Classical Music

· WGTS–91.9
Christian Interest

· WTGB–94.7
Classic Rock

· WPGC–95.5
Top 40

· WMZQ–98.7
Country Music

· WLZL–99.1
Latin 

· WITH–99.5
Adult Contemporary 

· WBIG–100.3 
Classic Rock

· WMMJ–102.3
Urban 

· WTOP–103.5 
News

· WPRS–104.1
Gospel

· WJFK–106.7
Political Talk

Arlington’s local television stations:
· WUSA–CBS

· WRC–NBC

· WJLA–ABC

· WTTG
–FOX
· WETA–PBS

· WHUT–PBS


· WDCW–CW

· WDCA–MyNetwork TV

Newspapers serving Arlington: 
· Arlington Sun-Gazette

· Arlington Catholic Herald

· Arlington Connection

· Henderson Hall News

· Washington Post

· Washington Times

