Williamsburg, VA

Situated within the Hampton Roads region of southeastern Virginia, the independent city of Williamsburg is generally associated with its historical underpinnings, both as one of the continent's first English settlements and for its role as a major center of Virginian political life throughout the era of the American Revolution. Williamsburg has existed in some form or another since its founding by English colonists in 1632, and served as the state capital until being replaced by Richmond due to its perceived vulnerability to British forces during the Revolutionary War. Today, Williamsburg has a population of around 13,000 and comprises about nine square miles of land. It's located within the Historic Triangle of Virginia, which collectively ranks among the world's most frequented tourist destinations.

ECONOMY

Williamsburg's status as key player in early American history, combined with its small population, has transformed the city into something of a living historical artifact. Many residents of the city and its surrounding area are employed in tourism and related industries, while others work as historians of one sort or another. All in all,  The city is also home to many transplanted retirees who derive much of their income from investment.

Two theme parks, Busch Gardens Europe and Water Country USA, are located in the area; both were founded by Anheuser-Busch as a means of capitalizing on the pre-existing tourism that Williamsburg has long attracted by virtue of its unique historical attractions. 

EDUCATION

Founded in 1693, the College of William and Mary is considered to be the nation's second-oldest institution of higher learning. Presidents Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, and John Tyler were among its alumni; Jefferson established the university's honor code, believed to be the first of its kind in the nation. The university lays claim to a great number of other influential graduates, and today boasts an enrollment of about 8,000 students a year. Its location adjacent to the city's historic district provides students and visitors with unique opportunities to directly study colonial life and history.

The Williamsburg-James County Public School system has been rated as among the top 15 percent of districts in the nation. Particularly gifted students are catered to by way of a magnet school and two different “Governor's Schools.”

ATTRACTIONS

Colonial Williamsburg: Williamsburg's famed historic district contains a large variety of buildings and other sites dating from the late 17th century to the late 18th century. 500 of the existing structures have been restored, and collectively make up the nation's most beloved “living history museum.” Here, actors depicting 30 different types of tradesmen of the era perform their respective crafts for visitor. others take on the role of famous and not-so-famous historical figures, giving talks on the life and times of colonial America. The historical interpreters also participate in Revolutionary City, a live-action drama depicting the story of Williamsburg's prominent role in the Revolutionary Era. 

The bucolic district also includes a recreation of a Powhatan Indian Village where visitors may participate in Native American crafts, as well as a floating replica of a Virginia-bound colonial ship and some 90 acres of gardens, among many other sights.

Williamsburg Winery: Though only founded in 1985, Williamsburg Winery now produces about a quarter of Virginia's total wine output. The facility grows six different varieties of grape for use in several dozen different labels.

Berkley Plantation: One of the oldest historical sites in a region dotted with such things, Berkley Plantation is believed to be the location of the first Thanksgiving, as well as the birthplace of two American presidents.

Busch Gardens Europe: Busch Gardens Europe has been a staple of the Historic Triangle of Virginia's tourism since its founding in 1975 by the Anheuser-Busch company, which also operates a brewery nearby. The theme park was designed to evoke the beer gardens of Germany as well as European culture in general; many of the rides, food, and other attractions carry a Continental theme, and the park layout is divided into different sections depicting various European locales. Aside from featuring dozens of rides, ten stage shows, and a host of other draws, Busch Gardens has earned a rightful reputation as the most beautiful theme park in America.

Water Country USA: Also operated by Anheuser-Busch, Water Country USA is the largest water park  in the region, featuring about a dozen large water slide rides as well as various playground areas, splash pools, and other instances of aquatic recreation. Visitors can also catch shows like Island Quest, an intricate exhibition featuring aerial acrobatics and other daring do.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Muscarelle Museum of Art: Williamsburg's foremost art institution puts a particular emphasis on colonial American artwork ranging from formal portraits to prints and drawings, with some items dating back to the 16th century. Muscarelle also features several permanent collections including works by such masters as Picasso, and also plays host to some of the world's most sought-after touring exhibits.

