GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

Goldsboro is the county seat of Wayne County, and is home to about 38,000 residents living on some 25 square miles. The city originated as a railroad junction; this and other factors led to Goldsboro and its surrounding region being a major center of activity during the Civil War, during which time it was used to transport Confederate troops and supplies. Two major battles were fought in the area, and 100,000 Union troops were stationed here at the conclusion of the war. The city is home to Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. 

POPULATION

More than half of Goldsboro's population is made up of African-Americans, and the city has long been a major center of the state's black culture and history; as such, it's also home to several sites of historical significance to North Carolina's blacks.

ECONOMY

Since its opening in 1942, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base has acted as an important spur to the regional economy. The base is home to the 4th Fighter Wing, the 916th Air Refueling Wing, and an Air Force Reserve Unit. 

Many Goldsboro residents are employed by the city as well as the government of Wayne County, largely in service to the county school district.

ATTRACTIONS

Cliffs of the Neuse State Park: With over 890 acres made up of several different varieties of terrain, Cliffs of the Neuse is home to a diverse array of trees, plants, and wildlife, including a large number of both native and migrating birds. The park features hiking trails, areas fit for fishing and swimming, and camping facilities. The cliffs themselves rise about 90 feet out of the surrounding water; its visible surface is made up several different layers, these being the result of millions of years of pressure and other formative processes. The natural history of the area's geological formations are detailed in full at the park's resident museum, which also covers regional wildlife.

Cherry Hospital Museum: Cherry Hospital itself was established in 1877 by the North Carolina General Assembly to care for the state's mentally ill blacks. Its on-site museum details the long history of the institution by way of photographs and other documentation, as well as a range of historical artifacts which help to illustrate the evolution of psychiatric care from its haphazard beginnings to the present day.

Waynesborough Historical Village: Goldsboro's historic district plays host to many of its most beloved annual events, particularly around the holidays. It's also home to several of the county's most important historical structures of the early 19th century, including a one-room schoolhouse, a general store, and a Quaker Meeting House. The visitor's center provides information on the neighborhood's many splendid features, and makes for a good jumping-off point for tours of the area; guided tours are also available by arrangement. 

Berkeley Park: The largest park in Goldsboro features two softball fields and two basketball courts, all featuring lighting for night play, picnic areas, and a playground. Sporting equipment may be rented on the premises by advance arrangement.

Herman Park: Donated to the city in 1890, Herman Park has been a recreational staple for generations of Goldsboro residents. Aside from 10 tennis courts, picnic facilities, and other standard offerings, the park also features a historic 19th century getaway cottage, a goldfish pond, and even rides on a miniature train, a major attraction for over half a century. 

EDUCATION

Wayne Community College: Founded as the Goldsboro Industrial Education Center in 1957, Wayne Community College has since grown into a comprehensive institution consisting of a 287,000 square foot campus with 14,000 students enrolled at any given time.

North Carolina Wesleyan College: four-year co-ed liberal arts college based in Rocky Mount operates a branch campus in Goldsboro.

High Schools: 

Belfast Academy 

Charles B. Aycock High School 

Eastern Wayne High School 

Goldsboro High School 

Rosewood High School 

Spring Creek High School 

Wayne Early/Middle College High School 

Wayne School of Engineering 

Southern Wayne High School 

Middle Schools:

Rosewood Middle School 

Eastern Wayne Middle School 

Greenwood Middle School 

Goldsboro Intermediate School 

Dillard Middle School 

Spring Creek Middle School 

EVENTS

North Carolina Pickle Festival: Held on the last full weekend of each April, the North Carolina Pickle Festival commemorates the agricultural legacy of the region with such festivities as concerts, a golf tournament, the Tour de Pickle Bike Race, and, of course, free pickles.

Center Street Jam: The city's most iconic summer music program brings in the region's most popular acts for free outdoor concerts held on every other Thursday from May to August. 

Taste of Wayne County: On the last Thursday of each August, area gourmands assemble at the United Way of Wayne County in Goldsboro to indulge in a variety of culinary staples native to the region. 

Wings Over Wayne Airshow: Each year, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base brings in thousands of visitors with its Wings Over Wayne Airshow. The event features military aircraft, civilian planes, and warbirds, as well as exhibits, demonstrations, and the chance to meet Air Force personnel. Photography is permitted.

