FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Fayetteville is located in central North Carolina and serves as the county seat of Cumberland County. Among other things, the city of 200,000 is known as the location of Fort Bragg, one of the nation's most significant army bases. Fayetteville is also one of North Carolina's chief centers of higher educations, with several universities and other institutions located within the city.

During the pre-Columbian era, the surrounding area was home to several Native Americans peoples; the arrival of European settlers led to a series of bloody conflicts between the original inhabitants and colonists, during which time Fayetteville was established out of necessity for a secure riverside trading post. 

POPULATION

The 2000 census recorded Fayetteville's population at about 121,000; the massive population increase to over 200,000 residents in 2007 is due in part to the annexations that were undertaken by the city in the intervening period, a process by which the city took in an additional 46,000. Even aside from the annexation, though, Fayetteville's rate of growth has been far higher than the national average.

Over the last few decades, Fayetteville's violent crime rate has been significantly higher than that of the nation as a whole, though such incidents seem to have decreased in recent years.

ECONOMY

For much of the 20th century and up to the present day, Fayetteville's growth and economic life has been strongly attributable to the presence of Fort Bragg, one of the nation's largest and most well-known U.S. Army installations. The population of the fort alone was cited as being around 30,000 as of the 2000 census; the large number of troops stationed here, in conjunction with the necessity of its servicing and maintenance, provides Fayetteville with a major source of revenue and employment. Pope Air Force Base, also located in Fayetteville, serves a lesser but similar role in the city's economy.

Fayetteville also benefits from its status as one of the nation's leading golf resort destinations; the city boasts around two dozen prominent courses, making the area a major draw for tourists. 

EDUCATION

Methodist University: Previously known as Methodist College, Methodist University enrolls about 2,200 students each year. The university is nationally known for its extraordinary successful athletics program, with the school's teams and individual-event participants having won an unusually large number of championships during its comparatively brief existence. Academically, Methodist University is best known for its business administration and physician assistant programs.  

Fayetteville State University: This historically black university enrolls more than 6,000 students each year and offers an unusually wide range of degree programs for an institution of its size. The university's student radio and NPR-affiliated station, WFSS-FM, is popular throughout the city for its jazz programs. Fayetteville State  University was founded in 1867 as a school for black children before going on to serve as a teacher's college and eventually taking on its present form as a general university  under the umbrella of University of North Carolina System in 1972. 

Fayetteville Technical Community College: In order to better cater to aspiring students who might have difficulty enrolling elsewhere, Fayetteville Technical Community College operates under an “open door” policy whereby applicants who may lack the educational background deemed necessary to success in a desired program are enrolled in the college's Developmental Studies program. The school also offers a number of distance learning courses and is formally associated with the North Carolina Community College System.

ATTRACTIONS

Cape Fear Botanical Garden: Cape Fear Botanical Garden was created in 1989 to act as a horticultural center for students and professors of nearby Fayetteville Technical Community College. The garden features more than 2,000 plant varieties as well as several specialty gardens. 

Hope Mills Golf Course: Dating back to the 1930s, Hope Mills Course is one of the oldest courses in North Carolina and a traditional favorite among local golfers.

Fayetteville Area Transportation Museum: The locally-popular Fayetteville Area Transportation Museum is housed in a restored railroad depot which itself dates back to the late 19th century. Exhibits cover a wide range of transportation-related subjects, including steamboats, trains, and even the Native American trails to be found in the Fayetteville area. Other topics tackled herein include the history of such important local trading posts of the 18th and 19th century as Cross Creek and Campbelton.

Cape Fear River Trail: Consisting of an unusually wide paved path, Cape Fear River Trail has long served as one of the city's most popular spots for hiking, biking, and the like. The trail itself proceeds for about four miles through a scenic array of local flora, marshes, and hilly North Carolina hardwood trees, with views of the adjoining Cape Fear River available throughout. Over 700 varieties of trees and plants are also on hand, as well as some 150 species of bird and a diverse array of lizards and amphibians. The trail is open year-round.

Arnette Park: This 100-acre park encompasses both natural woodland terrain and man-made facilities such as baseball fields, picnic pavilions, concession stands, horseshoe pits, disc golf courses, tennis courts, and nature trails. 

Mazarick Park: Consisting of some 80 acres, a portion of Mazarick Park overlooks Glenville Lake, which itself is equipped with both a fishing pier and rowboats. Also on hand is a softball field, tennis courts, and several hiking trails. 

J. Bayard Clark Park: The purpose of J. Bayard Clark Park is to maintain the area's natural habitats and to provide public education regarding regional wildlife and other ecological matters. The area includes three hiking trails, a Nature Center equipped with educational displays and live specimens of local swamp dwellers, camping facilities, and a picnic area overlooking a small waterfall, among other features. Resident park rangers oversee a retinue of guided tours as well as nature fairs and other events.

