DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

Durham is a city in central North Carolina and the county seat of Durham County, though parts of the city extend into Orange County and Wake County as well. As home to around 217,000 residents, Durham is a major population center of the region. And as the location of Duke University, one of the nation's most prestigious institutions of higher learning, Durham is also a major node of North Carolina academia, culture, and athletics.

EDUCATION

Duke University: Duke University was actually founded in what is now Trinity, North Carolina in 1838, making it one of the nation's oldest institutions of higher learning. The university made its home in Durham in 1892; in 1924, the school adopted its current name in honor of tobacco magnate James Buchanan Duke, who in that year had contributed a large sum to further the university's operations. The university includes around 13,000 students, and is consistently ranked as among the best universities in the nation as well as the world in terms of academics. Additionally, the school's athletic program has been among the nation's most successful and beloved sporting institutions for decades, attracting a strong fan base even among those with no formal connection to the school. Rounding out Duke's continued notoriety is the campus' extraordinary instances of Gothic architecture. 

North Carolina Central University: As the nation's first liberal arts university founded for the purpose of educating black students, North Carolina Central University has served a key role in the history of African-American advancement since its founding in 1909. Academically, the school has historically focused on business, medicine, law, and political science.

ECONOMY

Traditionally, the economy of Durham was anchored in tobacco, with the Bull Durham Tobacco Company and Duke and Sons Tobacco Company helping to fuel the fuel the city's impressive rate of growth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries; the textile industry played a large part in this expansion as well. The local economy began to falter around the 1930s and remained relatively weak until industrial diversification and the establishment of the Research Triangle Park.

ATTRACTIONS

Stagville Plantation: Having operated as one of the largest Southern plantations as far back as the late 18th century, Stagville is one of the most historically significant sites in all of North Carolina. Several of its remaining structures have since been listed in the National Registry of Historic Places; Horton Grove is the state's only two-story slave house to still stand today, and the Bennehan House, which served as quarters for the plantation's masters, serves as one of the region's best examples of antebellum architecture. 

ARTS AND CULTURE

Museum of Life and Science: This prominent Durham museum is home to a number of popular permanent exhibits with an emphasis on aerospace technology and biology. Perhaps most significantly, the Museum of Life and Science's permanent collection includes a number of significant pieces on loan from the National Air and Space Museum, including several artifacts of the Apollo Program. The museum's Bioquest educational program involves several outdoor exhibits such as a butterfly house as well as a short hiking trail lined with life-size replicas of dinosaurs.

Nasher Museum of Art: Duke University's foremost art exhibition facility opened in 2005, attracting 100,000 visitors in its first year of operation. Altogether, the museum is home to some 13,000 artworks, and has managed to establish itself as an important stop for many of the world's most significant traveling art exhibits. Both the permanent collection and touring exhibitions tend to emphasize contemporary art over that of more historical genres. The Nasher Museum also maintains an increasingly respected system of educational programs bearing a similar emphasis on modern techniques and styles.

Carolina Theatre of Durham: Currently owned and operated by the City of Durham, Carolina Theatre was built in 1926 and is the only one of the dozen or so theaters that existed at that time to have survived into the 21st century. The main exhibition room seats over a thousand and includes two viewing balconies. Like many theaters of the early 20th century, the building shifted from live stage productions to serving as a movie house during the 1930s. Today, Carolina acts as a venue for several of the city's major film festivals.

EVENTS

Full Frame Documentary Film Festival: In the years since it was first held in 1998, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival has developed into one of the nation's most celebrated events of its kind and a major aspect of Durham's cultural life; the festival has won accolades from national critics both for its particular format and for the generally high quality of its offerings, and as a consequence has managed to bring in financial support and other forms of backing from both Duke University and The New York Times. Full Frame specializes in documentaries and other forms of non-fiction cinema, with judges presenting about a dozen awards each year. The festival is held for four days in July with more than 100 films running from morning to midnight, with discussion panels and related programs featured as well.

