CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA

Concord is a city in west-central North Carolina and serves as the county seat of Cabarrus County. The city is home to about 57,000 residents and consists of about 52 square miles. It's also the location of several of North Carolina's most popular tourist attractions, and is best known nationally for its large array of motorsports-related attractions.

ECONOMY

A significant portion of Concord's economy is strongly tied to auto racing, with the city serving as the location of several prominent racing tracks, teams, and a NASCAR's Research and Development Office. As a consequence, Concord brings in a great number of tourists each year. Nonetheless, Concord's main tourist attraction – as well as North Carolina's – is actually Concord Mills, one of the nation's largest shopping malls as well as the linchpin of the city's economic life.

ATTRACTIONS

Lowe's Motor Speedway: This nationally-known motorsports arena operates a 1.5 mile long main track, a dirt track that serves as the scene for a number of dirt racing events, and a kart course. The stadium seats over 200,000 spectators and even features 52 on-site condominiums. Lowe's Motor Speedway plays host to nearly 400 sporting exhibitions a year, as well as such other related events as the Food Lion Auto Fair, one of the largest annual car shows in the U.S. The facility is also the occasional site of such non-sporting events as movie premiers and art exhibitions. 

Concord Mills: Consisting of some 1.4 million square feet, Concord Mills serves as North Carolina's largest tourist attraction, pulling in over 17 million visitors each year. Part of the mall's success may be attributed to its prodigious location just a few miles away from Lowe's Motor Speedway, another major tourist attraction. Altogether, Concord Mills features around 200 retailers, including several big box stores and an AMC movie theater. 

Concord Motorsport Park: Though smaller and lesser-known than Lowe's, Concord Motorsport Park is still a significant node of U.S. auto racing in its own right. The park includes two tracks (a ½ mile tri-oval and a ¼ mile oval), and the stadium seating holds around 10,000 specatators. Concord Motorsport Park also serves as one of the exhibition centers for the Whelen All-American Series, a semi-professional, NASCAR-sanctioned competition which has traditionally served as a jumping-off point for aspiring pro drivers.

Barber-Scotia Seminary: Barber-Scotia Seminary was founded in 1867 with the purpose of educating young black women for careers as teachers and other positions of value to the aspirations of the nation's African-American community. The seminary is believed to be the first black-targeted institution of higher education to be founded after the Civil War. Though it closed down in the '70s due to lack of continued interest and the growing availability of mainstream educational opportunities for black women, the building itself is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, being among the few surviving structures of the period in which it was built.

Cabarrus Arena and Events Center: Among other things, the Cabarrus Arena and Events Center serves as the location of a wide range of trade shows, sporting events, and home games of the Carolina Speed, a team operating under the American Indoor Football Association.

Camp T.N. Spencer Park: Consisting of about 50 acres, Camp T.N. Spencer Park has operated as a youth summer camp since the 1940s, as well as a general outdoor recreation center for the public at large. As such, the park features a particularly wide range of amenities, including a fishing pier, boardwalk, a mile and a half of hiking trails, playgrounds, cabins, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, and camping facilities. Recent grants from Cabarrus County are expected to result in further development of the park in the near future.

EVENTS

Dog's Day Out Pet Festival: The pets of Concord assemble each year with owners in tow at the city's Dog's Day Out Pet Festival, which has developed into the city's most popular civic events over the years. The canine competitions in question include such events as the “Obey for Praise Dog Obedience Contest,” “Tricks for Treats Talent Contest,” and “Strutt Your Mutt” costume competition, among other adorably-named pursuits.

Get Lost Corn Maze: From August to October of each year, Concord residents mark the coming of all with the Get Lost Corn Maze, a perilous mini-adventure consisting of twists and turns within a five-acre patch of cornstalks. In late October, the challenge takes a turn for the frighteningly festive when the resident brain teaser transforms into a “Haunted Maze” with all the requisite ghouls and ghosts. Nearby, a single-acre pumpkin patch provides for additional degrees of seasonal spirit.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Cabarrus Arts Council: Taking a comprehensive approach to the community's artistic life, Cabarrus Arts Council provides Cabarrus County with a variety of art-related amenities ranging from grants to individuals and organizations to educational programs. The council also oversees a network of area galleries and organizes special art exhibitions at other venues as well.  

Cabarrus County Museum of Fine Art and African-American History: Formerly known as the Davis Museum, the Cabarrus County Museum of Fine Art and African-American History features two large galleries open from Tuesday to Friday, although large groups can arrange for visits on other days as well. Both the Cultural History Gallery and the Fine Art Gallery include an ever-changing array of exhibits made up of works not only of contemporary from local artists, but also crafts derived from as far away as Kenya and making use of traditional African techniques and styles.

