CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

Chapel Hill is located on the southeastern edge of Orange County in central North Carolina, with a section of the city extending into neighboring Durham County as a result. The city consists of about 55,000 residents and nearly 20 square miles, and is best known as home to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Owing to the large proportion of residents who are students or otherwise affiliated with the university, Chapel Hill is something of a college town with a relatively liberal character and vibrant arts scene.

EDUCATION

Chapel Hill is North Carolina's best-educated city; 77 percent of residents hold a college degree of one sort or another, and the town's public school system is ranked as the best in North Carolina, as well as among the top public school systems in the U.S. as a whole.

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill began enrollment in 1795, making it the oldest public university in the nation, as well as the first to award degrees before the 19th century. The school is widely regarded to be one of the most important research institutions and academic centers in the U.S., and the university's athletics program is ranked highly as well. Additionally, the university's library system includes nearly 6 million volumes, making it among the region's most comprehensive resources for researchers within a wide variety of fields. Daily Tar Heel, the student paper, also serves as Chapel Hill's most prominent print news publication .Today, the university enrolls over 28,000 students a year, and the campus consists of some 729 acres of land. 

ATTRACTIONS

Chapel Hill Community Center: Indoor swimming, basketball, volleyball, and even bocce ball are among the chief recreations to be had at Chapel Hill Community Center, although the indoor climbing wall is probably the local favorite. The facility is also home to walking trails, the Gene Strowd Community Rose Garden, a sun deck, picnic areas, and even a compost demonstration site.

Morehead Planetarium: Though many universities now have their own planetarium, the facility at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill boasts a history that's more unique than most. The Morehead Planetarium was the sixth such structure in the nation when it was built in 1948, later serving as celestial navigation training center for astronauts operating under both the Apollo and Gemini space programs. Aside from its more standard programs, Morehead also offers several unique interactive exhibits dealing with such topics as extremities in size and the history of man's understanding of the stars.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Chapel Hill Museum: The Chapel Hill Museum is housed in what originally served as the town library, a 1968 structure that combined modern features with such more locally traditional architectural aspects as stone walls. In addition to a permanent collection that focuses largely on the history of Chapel Hill and the university, the museum also features a dozen temporary exhibits each year, and its educational programs serve over 2,000 students at any given time.

Lincoln Gymnasium and Arts Center: As the largest pottery studio in a city with more than its fair share of pottery, Lincoln acts as a major node of Chapel Hill's arts and crafts scene. The center features 2000 square feet of well-lit art production space given over to pottery wheels, kilns, and other tools of the trade. Lincoln also offers a range of art education programs covering topics of interest to ceramics students. Elsewhere, the resident gymnasium is a popular spot for indoor basketball games and other sporting pursuits.

The ArtsCenter: For over three decades, local artists of both the established and aspiring sorts have rub elbows and traded techniques at the The ArtsCenter, which now serves some 50,000 attendees every year. The not-for-profit institution offers an astonishing range of classes in such subjects as painting, music, dance, and even cooking, while its two resident theaters play host to music acts hailing from around the globe and dealing in every imaginable genre. The facility also features a regular calender of events including art exhibitions, theater productions, and community gatherings in general. 

Playmakers Repertory Company: This non-for-profit group ranks among North Carolina's oldest and best-regarded professional theater companies. Established in 1975, the Playmakers Repertory Company performs about half a dozen different plays each year, including both newer works and traditional productions by Shakespeare and other classical playwrights. The troupe performs from September to May each year at the Paul Green Theatre.

EVENTS

Hi Mom! Film Festival: In the years since the event first came about in 1997, the Hi Mom! Film Festival has grown into one of Chapel Hill's most anticipated annual cultural traditions, with its cinematic offerings drawing from a variety of international filmmaking traditions of both the past and present. The film festival is held each September at several venues around the city and neighboring Carrboro as well, and all-inclusive passes tend to go for bargain rates, making it a favorite among cash-strapped students and other movie buffs.

Dixie Rock 20 Competition: Each April, the Chapel Hill Community Center's indoor rock climbing course plays host to the city's most vertically-oriented exhibition of the year. The Dixie Rock 20 Competition brings together climbers of all ages and skill levels for what's believed to be the longest-running competition of its sort in the U.S.

