CARY, NORTH CAROLINA

Though it exists mostly in Wake County, a portion of Cary also extends into neighboring Chatham County. The central North Carolina city is made up some 122,000 residents living on a bit over 44 square miles. Named after Ohio Congressman Samuel Fenton Cary, the site was established in 1750 as Bradford's Ordinary, later growing into a prominent regional population center by virtue of its location on the new North Carolina Railroad in the mid-19th century. 

POPULATION

Cary has seen staggering growth in recent years; the 2000 census put the population at 95,000, a figure that had ballooned to 122,000 in 2007 and which appears to have continued to increase since. This rate of expansion makes Cary the fifth-fastest growing city in the U.S. It's also among the safest cities in the country according to a 2001 study.

Cary is also unusual among the region's population centers in that more than half of its resident were born elsewhere, with 15 percent hailing from outside of the country.

ECONOMY

The economy of Cary is among the most solid in the nation. Only about two percent of families in Cary exist under the poverty line. Additionally, household incomes have risen over recent years and are currently estimated at about $81,000, and the city boasts a home-ownership rate of nearly 73 percent; both figures are well above the national average.

Much of Cary's sunny economic situation and population growth has been driven by the technology and software industries. The city is home to many such prominent business concerns as the SAS Institute, the world's largest privately-held software development firm, as well as 3Dsolve, Epic Games, Infineon Technologies, and the Lord Corporation. But other companies such as Cotton Incorporated still serve as a link to the city's more traditional southern economic roots.

EDUCATION

In addition to its economic prosperity, Cary is among the best-educated population centers in the U.S., with the most Ph.D.'s per capita of any town with a population of over 75,000. Moreover, some 68 percent of adult residents hold some type of college degree. And thanks in part to the city's relatively large tax base, Cary is home to a very well-funded and high-performing public school system as well as a large number of private schools.

ATTRACTIONS

Triangle Aquatics Center: The largest public aquatic facility in the state, Triangle Aquatics Center is made up of 72,000 square feet and three different pools, including a 50-meter competition pool and a ten-lane, 25-yard program pool. The center also features exhibition seating area that accommodates about a thousand spectators, and offers a full program of lessons and events as well. Further expansions are also in the works.

Hemlock Bluffs Nature Preserve: This natural recreation area is named for its significant array of Eastern Hemlock trees and features about three miles of hiking trails. The site's many scenic observation platforms and tree-laden environment help to make Hemlock Bluffs a popular destination for birdwatchers.

Stevens Nature Center: Founded in part by a prominent local soil scientist and conservationist and operated in conjunction with the Hemlock Bluffs Nature Preserve, the Stevens Nature Center caters to visiting naturalists with a variety of exhibits and programs concerning the area's flora and fauna, its geological history, and related topics. Among other amenities, the center features a classroom for educational programs, an outdoor education shelter, and a native wildflower garden.

Sk8-Cary Skate Park: Sk8-Cary Skate Park may be North Carolina's most popular destination for skateboarders, bikers, and the like. The center includes a 12,000 square foot outdoor course complete with everything a daredevil could desire, including rails, ramps, grind ledges, and half-pipes. During spring and fall, the park hosts a great number of trick contests and other competitions, and instructional programs are available for those who'd like to brush up a bit before hitting the course.

Koka Booth Amphitheater: Located at Regency Park, Koka Booth Amphitheater serves as the venue for a great number of performing arts programs and other events ranging from classical concert series' to running marathons.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Page-Walker Arts & History Center: This multi-purpose museum is itself of historical interest, housed as it is in what originally served as a hotel upon its construction in 1868; the restored building is listed with the National Register for Historic Places. Among other things, Page-Walker now plays host to classes, performances, and other programs, and also includes a gallery with regular exhibitions by artists from across the region.

Cary Heritage Museum: Focusing on the city's history in general and its artistic life in particular, Cary Heritage Museum serves as a venue for gallery exhibitions featuring the work of local artists, as well as classrooms for in-house educational programs, an historical archive, and even a smokehouse.

EVENTS

Cary Diwali Celebration: With a significant number of the city's residents hailing from India, Cary has incorporated one of that culture's most prominent festivals into its own schedule of events. The annual festival tends to bring in prominent Hindu celebrities to serve as master of ceremonies, and revolves largely around Indian crafts, foods, cultural exhibits, and, of course, plenty of dancing.

