Specification for Writers


On behalf of the Lazy Environmentalist, thank you for considering our writing projects.

The Lazy Environmentalist is a media property that spans many mediums including two books, spokesperson work, a television show, and LazyEnvironmentalist.com.  As a result, we are always in need of fresh content.

Hopefully, we can work together for a long time.

Our Needs Are Simple.

We require professional writers to develop 300-400 word stories ("articles”).  For each article you write, you will be provided a topic/description and a primary keyword.  The treatment of the keyword will be explained later in this document.  As the writer, you will be contracted to extrapolate and develop the content into an original article.

Four Important Points

1. All articles MUST be completely your own original work.  We are NOT looking to have the words and phrases of others re-arranged. We ARE looking for original work in the form of a short 300-400 word article. In other words, you should read the original description, make notes, gather the important points, concepts, people's names, referenced websites and relevant keywords, and then write an article from scratch using your own words.

2. You MUST use correct grammar and structure your article in a logical fashion. 

3. In addition, because these articles are being written for the Internet, and we want them to rank at the various search engines, we have supplied keyword usage rules.

4. Once completed, the articles will be submitted to us, by you, as explained below.

Writer's Photo

We will require a photo within one or two days of awarding you the project. We will use the photo to create an icon for you. We like to include the author's photo because it adds credibility to the article and helps to build trust with our readers.

A simple headshot/photograph (in color) of you taken with a digital camera is all we need.

PLEASE NOTE: If you are not comfortable supplying your photo, or cannot do so in a timely manner, please do NOT bid on this project.

Sample Work Order

    Submit Articles Here: http://www.lazyenvironmentalist.com/?q=user

    Topic: 

    Notes: 

    Primary Keyword: home solar power
PLEASE NOTE: If a primary keyword is NOT provided, you are expected to use your common sense to select the most appropriate keyword phrase (typically 3-4 words and usually quite obvious). In cases where the keyword phrase is not obvious, I will leave it to your best discretion.

Keyword Usage Rules
Our Keyword Usage Rules Are Easy To Follow, particularly because we don’t want you to think about the keyword while you’re writing.  We want the articles to present the information in the most natural and compelling way possible.

Primary Keyword: We would like each article to include the Primary Keyword (i.e. “green t-shirts”) once in the headline and once in the first paragraph. The exact Primary Keyword should not be used anywhere else on the page except the last paragraph, but this usage is not required.

Keyword Variations: During the course of writing you may use variations (i.e. “organic cotton t-shirt”) of the Primary Keyword anywhere in the article to maintain proper grammar.

Word Proximity: During the normal course of writing, ONLY if necessary to maintain good grammar, you may add words between the keywords that make up the Primary Keyword.  For example, "home solar power" could read "...homeowners interested in solar power for their home need look no further than.."

Topic-related Keywords: Each press release naturally includes a number of other topic-related keywords. Typically, these are the words that help to make up the article so finding them and using them should happen naturally. 

Keep In Mind:

Headline: The article must have a catchy and compelling headline that includes the primary keyword; (i.e. Organic Cotton T-Shirts – Spring is Here!).  The first letter of each of the words needs to be capitalized.  The headline needs to include the primary keyword and should be approximately the length shown above.

Sub-headline: You can include up to one sub-headline in each article that should be bolded.  Please write the sub-headline without using the primary keyword (i.e. The Most Popular Designs Are Also The Most Colorful).

Important Points of Clarification:

· Please do NOT capitalize the first letter of each word that makes up the primary keyword, UNLESS proper grammar dictates (i.e. Brand Name).

· When writing multiple articles, please do NOT submit the articles in one big batch.  Articles should be published once a day.

· In most cases, we prefer the article to be made up of shorter paragraphs because they are easier for our visitors to read.

· In cases where we find that the articles were obviously not proofread we will be sending the entire batch of articles back to the writer.  We Do Check. 

Bulleted Text: The writer, at their discretion may use bulleted text, -- providing, it is started after the third paragraph so they do NOT interfere with our layout.

Each Article Requires A Short Description

Article Description: Using the Primary Keyword (and/or variations thereof), write a high quality and accurate 20-25 word description for each article.  This is done for SEO purposes and determines how Google displays our content.

The description is to be pasted into the article submission form in the field labeled “Meta Tag.”

Submitting An Article 

Submit each article to us at the link provided in the Work Order by following these two simple steps.

Step #1 – Log in to the Website Backend:

As a writer for LazyEnvironmentalist.com you will be provided with your own username and password.

Step #2 - Submit Article:

The form is very self-explanatory, based on the description above but we do ask that you paste the headline into the “Title Tag” as well.

VERY IMPORTANT: If you created the article in Microsoft Word you MUST paste the article into a text editor (i.e. Microsoft Notepad) to remove the Microsoft Word coding.

We Do Check

Our editorial process is very simple.

We check each article for spelling, grammar and quality of writing.  In addition, we do check for keyword density and plagiarism using special software designed by our programmer. Please ONLY submit articles that you would be happy to publish on a site of your own.

Simple Mistakes to Avoid

The most common mistakes that are made are small; the two that are most prominent:

1. NOT using the primary keyword, or a variation thereof, as described above.

2. Please write the articles naturally with NO thought to SEO.  If it helps, write the articles as if they’re being written for a magazine. There's no need to insert extra keywords or use them repeatedly.

We prefer to work with the same writers for as long as possible.  We hope this represents an enjoyable, steady workflow for you.

