
Using the True/Slant Story Grab Tool

This in a document about fairly using our story grab function to make the most of your blog. It contains 
examples of good and bad uses of True/Slant's story grab function. 

Though eight pages long, this document is shorter than it looks – it's mostly filled with screen shots of 
uses of the Story Grab tool that are correct and those that are incorrect.

We want you to create original content on our website. But we equally value your reactions to and re-
framing of other people's content on our website - it's just as important to be a part of the conversation 
about news as it is to make news.

While you riff on other people's content, be fair. Bloggers who steal too much source material from 
other news outlets are increasingly getting scuffs on their reputations. Don't let this happen to you.

While these tips don't cover every scenario, we think they're a fair representation of what should be 
done in most situations. 

If you follow these tips, you'll stay safely within the boundaries of fair use.



1. Write original headlines
The first thing is that you should always always always write your own headline. The story grab 
vacuums in the headline from your source, and you should not steal it. If you're struggling with writing 
a good hed, you can always ask for help from True/Slant's Mountain Lair.

Wrong:

Right:



2. Don't grab too much text from your source
Next, the amount of text you grab should be limited. A great story grab takes two paragraphs from its 
source. An acceptable riff takes three to four, especially if it involves shorter paragraphs with 
quotations.  

If there is a lengthy amount of a story you want to refer to, it's better to use your powers of exposition 
to recount what has been written elsewhere, rather than grabbing a long chunk of the story. That way it 
doesn't look like you're discouraging people from ultimately clicking through to the source material.

Wrong:

Right:



3. Story grabs/Riffs must say something original
Every story grab should have something original to it. If you don't have anything to say about a story 
you grabbed from, just click on the headline grabber instead.

Your unique take on the content you're grabbing transforms the material sufficiently to show that you 
are using it in reference to a point you want to make, not simply repurposing content from its creator.

Your "transformation" doesn't need to be long. You can ask a question, express an opinion about the 
veracity of what you've grabbed, or add something that you think was missed.

Wrong:

Right:



4. Format your riffs/story grabs correctly
Finally, make sure your grabs are properly formatted and sourced. Sometimes the grabbed text doesn't 
include the source of whatever you're riffing on, so make sure you refer to it in your post:

Right:



Also, make sure that you differentiate the grabbed text from what it is that you're writing:

Wrong:



Right:



Last, be careful to make sure that the big quotation mark that sets your grabbed text apart from other 
text only appears at the start of the quote, not in multiple paragraphs.

Wrong:

If this happens to you, place the cursor at the start of the offending paragraph, and hit backspace so that 
the paragraph merges with the previous paragraph. Then hit enter and create a new paragraph. The 
quotation mark will be gone.


