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November 2, 2009

Dr. Uffe Kock Wiil
The Maersk Mc-Kinney Moller Institute
University of Southern Denmark
Campusvej 55
DK-5230 Odense M
Denmark
Email: ukwiil@mmmi.sdu.dk
Tel: +45 65 60 35 65

Fax: +45 66 15 76 97
Dear Professor Wiil:
Thank you for the invitation to the conference.
I must say I was stunned for four days afterwards.  I have never before directly faced such a barrage of profanity, in any setting, certainly not at an academic conference, and most certainly not in front of an entire auditorium.

I have never even heard such vulgar language spoken in an academic setting by anyone to anyone, not even drunk students.

I have never had anyone attempt to humiliate me in front of even a single academic colleague, much less an entire assembly.  Robert Steele’s airing his view of my employment situation may in fact have damaged my reputation in the eyes of prospective employers; and many people foolishly decide, when they see one person viciously attack another, to avoid both attacker and victim in the future.
I have never before heard the statements Robert Steele made about the American Civil War with my own ears, although these statements are staples of white supremacist websites in the United States.  The following article by a prestigious organization which tracks neo-Nazi groups in America discusses this:
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intelreport/article.jsp?aid=52
I responded to Steele in the minimal fashion necessary for the maintenance of personal dignity and the dignity of my own group.  Even if Steele was upset over my interrupting his jeremiad rather than waiting until the end, a simple, “I’ll be more than happy to address your issue during the question-and-answer period,” or, “I’d be happy to get together with you after this conference and discuss it,” would have sufficed.
While Steele will of course not apologize to me, it would be neither pointless nor old-fashioned for the conference organizers to demand that he apologize: to two of your guests―after you called him a taxi, Steele continued to spew expletives at me in front of Christopher Rhodes; to your audience, whose ears were polluted with foul language; to your university, whose halls were debased with Steele’s rude antics; and to you, for sullying what should have been a triumphal moment, the close of your inaugural meeting.

On the brighter side, I was interested in the work of one of the CRL students on networks and would be happy to read something from her; hopefully she will consider some of the problems I list in the book, Mathematical Methods in Counterterrorism.  And one of the Århus graduates also wrote to me, interested in my Power Point presentation and my ideas about how to establish the Institute for Mathematical Methods in Counterterrorism.

Regards,

 
Jonathan Farley, D.Phil. (University of Oxford), A.B. summa cum laude (Harvard University)
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