Winter course 2010 (3.0 credits)

Religion and Evolution: Anthropology 294

                                                                                         Winter session I, 12/28-1/15, 2010   

                                                                                                        Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs 9:00 am-12:25 pm

                                                                                Biological Sciences Bldg. room 302

                                                                          Instructor: Robert Lynch

                                                                                          Email: robertlynch66@yahoo.com
Office Hours: M 12:30-1:30, T 12:30-1:30; BIO-307 

Course Description:

What can evolution teach us about morality and what can religion teach us about life’s origins and ultimate meaning?  Can religion and evolution peacefully coexist, or do they offer mutually exclusive explanations of life and purpose?  This course will review recent debates in the evolution wars, including the recent controversy surrounding intelligent design. We will also explore the power of myths and review some of the evidence concerning whether religious belief is adaptive.  Students are expected to discuss these provocative issues actively, and in detail.   It will build on evolutionary theory and some science background will be helpful but is not required.  

Course Expectations:


My teaching style is informal, but firm in terms of expectations. I value participation, effort, and personal responsibility.  I do not take attendance but participation in class discussions is important and will account for 20% of your grade.

Academic integrity is essential to pass this class. Students who lend their work to others to submit as their own, fabricate information, or pass off as their own work the words and ideas of another will fail this course.     
You will be responsible for keeping up with class requirements. A calendar of course activities (readings and assignments) is included in this syllabus. Changes may occur at times. If you are absent, inquire about changes with classmates or see me during office hours. Many presentations and lectures will be in PowerPoint format and I will not make lecture notes available if you miss class. 

Requirements:

This course will include lectures, extensive class discussions and films. I will introduce a new topic each class period and will remain flexible as to which topics we cover in greater depth depending on student interest. Each week chapters from the two assigned books will be assigned and 2 short articles.  At the end of the course students will be responsible for writing a paper and presenting it to the class on a topic of their choice which will be decided in consultation with the professor. The final exam will cover all material presented in lectures, discussions, the assigned readings, films and student presentations.  There will be some overlap between the assigned readings and the lectures but most of the material presented in class is not available in the books.

Final Exam – Multiple choice and essays.

Materials:

Required Texts: 

1) Dawkins, Richard (2008). The God Delusion. 

2) Miller, Kenneth (1999). Finding Darwins God: A scientists search for common ground between god and evolution.
Available in Cook Co-Op Bookstore and on online most online book websites. 

Required readings:

Gould, S. J. Nonoverlapping magisteria.  Natural history. March, 1997. http://jbburnett.com/resources/gould_nonoverlapping.pdf

Orr, A. Devolution, why intelligent design isn’t?  The New Yorker.  September 19, 2008 .http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2005/05/30/050530fa_fact 

Available on sakai

	  Course Evaluation:

                                                      The course workload will be distributed as follows for grading purposes,

	  
	

	         
	50%          Final exam 50 multiple choice and essays

	         
	15%     A 5 page paper on a topic to be discussed with instructor                     15 %         Presentation in class      

	         
	20%          Participation in class discussions

	
	Extra credit problem sets yet to be determined will also be possible 


Course Schedule 294







Assignments

Week 1:                 
 (Read chapters 1-4 in The God Delusion)

M 12/28
Introduction, review syllabus.  Watch NOVA- God, Darwin and the Dinosaurs.  Discussion.  Discuss date and format of final.

T 12/29 
What is Science and how is it different from religion? An examination of the scientific method.

W 12/30            Introduction  to elementary evolutionary theory.  Also we will discuss Gould’s paper: 

                        Nonoverlapping magisteria:
Week 2:                  



           (Read chapters 5- 10 in The God Delusion)

M 1/4               Intelligent Design vs. Evolution.   We will watch a PBS video from Nova online: 113 minute video on the Intelligent Design case in Dover Pennsylvania.  Discussion of video and New Yorker: Devolution article discussion to follow 

T 1/5
Is religious belief adaptive?  We will review some of the evidence for and against religion as an adaptation.  PBS evolution series video: What about God?
W 1/6
Memes and cultural transmission.   How might religious beliefs spread?  Review of Dawkins book and cultural transmission.

TH 1/7
Religion as history.  A historical perspective on some of the worlds great religions.  Frontline excerpts from PBS.
F 1/8   
Can religion inform our view of evolution and can evolution inform our understanding of God.  Watch PBS series from Faith and Reason 1988, excerpts from conversations with Joseph Campbell- ‘The heroes adventure- PBS’.  Discussion: What can religious myths tell us about ourselves?  Do these myths give us more insight into answering ‘what and why are humans’ than science does?

Week 3:
(Read Finding Darwins God)


                                                               

M 1/11
The message of the myth.  Joseph Campbell and what myths can teach us about being human.  Watch PBS Bill Moyers: sacrifice and Bliss
T 1/12
Finding common ground between science and religion. Discussion of Miller’s book- Finding Darwins God

W 1/13

The roots of morality.   Can god or evolution better explain human moral systems?

TH 1/14    
Student presentations on chosen topics.

F 1/15

Final exam
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